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SOLICITATION OF INFORMAL COMMENTS
May 22, 2026

  
The Board requests stakeholder input on the following topic related to rulemaking proceedings:

Potential Amendments to Board Rule 108.5 – Patient Abandonment

At the May 7, 2026, Dental Practice Committee meeting, the committee discussed potential changes to Board rule 108.5 regarding patient abandonment. 

Link to rule 108.5: https://texas-sos.appianportalsgov.com/rules-and-meetings?$locale=en_US&interface=VIEW_TAC_SUMMARY&queryAsDate=05%2F19%2F2026&recordId=93557

The committee is seeking stakeholder input on whether the Board should change the requirements to release a patient, including the option to send notices to patients via email. 

Additionally, the committee is seeking stakeholder feedback on whether the Board should change the rule or propose a new rule that addresses the requirements a dentist must follow when leaving a practice or location, whether by retirement, sale, transfer, termination of employment, or otherwise.

Stakeholders can watch the committee meeting on the Board’s YouTube channel (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yN6ySQMUdvQ). 
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Stakeholders and members of the public may submit informal input until June 22, 2026, by mail to the Board's General Counsel at 1801 Congress Avenue, Suite 8.600, Austin, Texas, 78701, by fax to (512) 649-2482, or by email to stakeholders@tsbde.texas.gov.  Mailed comments should be received on or before June 22, 2026. Information regarding Board proceedings and the laws and rules related to dentistry are available at www.tsbde.texas.gov.  

This solicitation of informal comments does not serve as an official comment period or rulemaking as required by Texas law or Board rules. Consideration of any rulemaking topics will occur at a future meeting of the Board held pursuant to Texas Government Code Chapter 551 (Texas Open Meetings Act), and all Board rulemakings will be conducted pursuant to Texas Government Code Chapter 2001 (Texas Administrative Procedure Act).  
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