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Texas State Board of Dental Examiners
Attn: Casey Nichols, Executive Director
1801 Congress Avenue, Suite 8.600
Austin, Texas 78701

January 10, 2024

Dear Ms. Nichols and Texas State Board of Dental Examiners Members:

As the current President of the Texas Dental Hygienists’ Association (TDHA), representing myself and all Texas licensed dental hygienists, I want to express our support for the proposed Rule 22 TAC §115.10 regarding administration of local infiltration anesthetic agent by a licensed dental hygienist as outlined in HB 3824.

TDHA supports implementation of the proposed rules based upon the bill authors’ legislative intent which will require licensed dental hygienists to successfully complete 32 hours of TSBDE-approved clinical and didactic education through a CODA-accredited educational institution. This will also include passage of a written and competency-based clinical examination to meet all requirements to apply and obtain certification from the Texas State Board of Dental Examiners. 

Since 1971, other states have permitted licensed dental hygienists to administer local anesthesia under supervision with no issues of patients being harmed.[footnoteRef:1] Adoption of Rule 22 TAC §115.10 will allow Texas to join the forty-eight other states that currently allow local anesthesia administration by dental hygienists. [1:  Scofield JC, Gutmann ME, DeWald JP, Campbell PR. Disciplinary actions associated with the administration of local anesthetics against dentists and dental hygienists. J Dent Hyg. 2005;79:8] 


TDHA wants to express our appreciation for the opportunity to work collaboratively with TSBDE and other stakeholders during the rule-making process. TDHA commends the Board for its continuing efforts to protect the public and maintain the highest standards of dental and dental hygiene practice in our state.  

We look forward to the implementation of the proposed rules to create an environment where patients can receive compassionate and comprehensive oral care from highly trained and competent dental hygiene professionals.

Sincerely,
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Cathy Nobles, RDH
President, Texas Dental Hygienists’ Association
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