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January 15, 2024

Ms. Casey Nichols
Executive Director 
Texas State Board of Dental Examiners 
1801 Congress, Suite 8.600
Austin, TX. 78701

Dear Ms. Nichols:

I am writing on behalf of the Texas Academy of General Dentistry (Texas AGD) to submit comments on the proposed new rule 22 TAC §115.10, concerning the administration of local infiltration anesthesia by a dental hygienist, which was published in the December 15, 2023, edition of the Texas Register.  

The Texas AGD Board of Directors generally supports the proposed rule; however, we would suggest modifying the continuing education requirement.  After review, we believe requiring hygienists with a local anesthesia certificate to complete at least 2 hours of continuing education in the administration of local anesthesia or related medical emergencies.  Two (2) hours every two years, rather than 6 hours, is adequate.  

As amended, new 22 TAC §115.10 (f) would read as follows: 

(f) Continuing Education. 
(1) A dental hygienist with a local infiltration anesthesia certificate must complete no less than 6 2 hours of continuing education every two years in the administration of, or medical emergencies associated with, local anesthesia specific to the procedures to be performed by the dental hygienist administering the local anesthesia. These 6 2 hours of continuing education may be used to satisfy the technical or scientific requirements of §104.1 of this title (relating to Requirement). 
(2) The continuing education must be provided by an educational course provider recognized by the Board. 
(3) Dental hygienists must maintain documentation of the satisfactory completion of the required continuing education courses.

In addition, I would like to reiterate the request in my letter dated October 30, 2023, that TSBDE provide clarification regarding the requirement in HB 3824 that the supervising dentist must be "continuously aware of patient's physical status and well-being."  It is Texas AGD’s position that this language should be treated the same as the definition of “direct supervision” under 22 Tex. Admin. Code § 115.1, but that a hygienist administering anesthesia should be required to make the dentist aware of any changes in the patient’s condition while undergoing a procedure.

Thank you for your consideration.   

Sincerely,
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Alex Gonzalez, DDS, MAGD
President 
Texas Academy of General Dentistry
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